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o Soliciting material pursuant to Rule 14a-12 under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14a-12)

o Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 14d-2(b) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.14d-2(b))

o Pre-commencement communications pursuant to Rule 13e-4(c) under the Exchange Act (17 CFR 240.13a-4(c))

Indicate by check mark whether the registrant is an emerging growth company as defined in Rule 405 of the Securities Act of 1933 (§230.405 of this chapter)
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Item 5.02 Departure of Directors or Certain Officers; Election of Directors; Appointment of Certain Officers; Compensatory Arrangements of
Certain Officers.

Employee Bonuses

On June 1, 2017, the Compensation Committee of the Board of Directors (the “Committee”) of Apricus Biosciences, Inc. (the “Company”) approved
and ratified certain employee bonuses, which were intended to recognize their efforts related to the Company's sale of its ex-US Vitaros business. Special cash
bonuses were issued to the following executive officers and other employees:

Name Title Special Cash Bonus
Richard Pascoe Chief Executive Officer and Secretary $97,479.20
Brian Dorsey Senior Vice President, Chief Development Officer $63,860.00
Neil Morton Senior Vice President, Chief Business Officer $55,000.00
All other employees  $75,000.00 (in the aggregate)

*    *    *
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SIGNATURES

Pursuant to the requirements of the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, the registrant has duly caused this report to be signed on its behalf by the
undersigned hereunto duly authorized.

 Apricus Biosciences, Inc.
  

 Date: June 5, 2017 By: /s/ Richard W. Pascoe  
  Name: Richard W. Pascoe  
  Title: Chief Executive Officer and Secretary
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